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DATE:
February 12, 2007

TO:  

Laura Minzer, House Republican Staff
FROM:
Zach Wichmann, Associate Director
RE:
CARE ACT
Unfortunately, the Catholic Conference of Illinois (CCI) must oppose House Bill 146 as it is currently drafted.  While we certainly share the concern of the sponsors of this legislation for students with disabilities, our schools are simply not prepared for, or able to comply with, an unfunded mandate of this scope.  The vast majority of our schools do not have full or even part-time school nurses, the required expertise to design and implement formal individual care plans, enough employees to fill the mandated, yet not compulsory, diabetes care aide slots, or the time available or funds needed to train diabetes care aides in numbers required by this Act.  Moreover, the Act’s requirements concerning gathering, generating, and maintaining large amounts of paperwork – in the form of management and treatment plans, individualized care plans, staff training guidelines and records of required staff training, and individual student with diabetes information sheets – could only be met by few, if any, of the Catholic schools in this state without reimbursement from the state, which the Act specifically rejects.
In addition to the implementation concerns stated above, this Act raises questions about civil liability and the probability of added insurance requirements.  Unlike public schools, we are not indemnified from civil actions.  Although the Act does include a provision of immunity, lawyers we have contacted question that provision’s strength and scope.
Catholic schools work very hard in cooperation with the parents of students with diabetes to ensure that the unique health care needs of those students are met while in school.  We want to ensure that our schools are open and welcoming to students with diabetes, and we are willing to work with you and the sponsors of this legislation to that end.  However, our schools are not and cannot function as medical centers.  A line House Bill 146 reads, “A student's choice of schools may not be restricted in any way because the student has diabetes.”  In fact, if this bill becomes law, our school’s inability to meet its requirements (due in no small part to the state’s refusal to pay for mandates deemed this important) may inhibit the families of students with diabetes from choosing Catholic schools.  This would be a great tragedy and not a result anyone would desire.  Please contact me if you need any other information at 217-528-9200.  Thank you.

